Queen of Soul Aretha Franklin

celebrates her birthday at gala in her

home in suburban Detroit.

ARETHA FRANKLIN,
Queen Of Soul, Holds
Royal Birthday Bash

Nn’nody can throw a party like
the Queen of Soul.

Aretha Franklin recently cele-
brated her birthday in a royal
bash fit for a queen at her man-
sion in an affluent Detroit suburb.

The guests, some in stretch
limousines, made their way up the
winding driveway to the Franklin
estate located on a private road in
the hills. They were greeted by a
valet who parked their car and
directed them to the head of secu-
rity who cleared their name on
the VIP guest list.

About 150 of the Queen's special
friends enjoyved the music, food
and merriment as they helped her
mark another year.

Among the well-wishers were
sultry Emmy Award-winning TV
star Jackée, Detroit Pistons

Ms. Franklin receives birthday greetings from her son, Eddie Franklin () and
other family members (I-r) sister-in-law, Farline Frankiin; cousin, Be tty Cor-
bett; sister, Erma Franklin, niece, Sabrina Garrett; and son, Ted White Jr.

Celebrating at Ms. Franklin's black-tie birthday affair are TV star Jackée and
talented singers Keith Washington and Dee Harvey.

basketball star Isiah Thomas,
gingers Levi Stubbs and Law-
rence Payton of the legendary
soul group The Four Tops, hit-
making producer Michael Powell,
Rev. Jesse Jackson’s son, Jona-
than and noted pianist-singer Jo
Thompson.

The Queen was serenaded
throughout the evening in a star-
studded show with performances
by the world-famous Duke Elling-
ton Orchestra, led by the son of
the late bandleader-composer,
Mercer Ellington; hit b adeer
Keith Washington, and Motown
recording stars Dee Harvey and
Shanice.

While some news media and
Hollywood celebrity registers say
she 1s 50, the Queen insists, she's
“35 and holdmg

Ms. Franklin is congratulated by

Mercer Ellington, leader of the famed

Duke Ellington Orchestra, which per-
formed at birthday bash.

As far as the celebrity registers
and media reports go, she says,
“Oh, they're a‘l ways wrong, what
do they know? What 0o they
know?” she laughs. “Whatever
the celebrity registers say, they’ll
have to check with the soul regis-
ter, the lady's register. They'll
have to check with me.”
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Argtia Looked Like 'Salia Dol

The Ellington Orchestra per-
formed all the Ellington classics
including Satin Doll and Sophisti-
cated Lady. Dressed in a strap-
less, white beaded and sequinned
dress, the “Sophisticated Lady of
Soul” looked like a lovely “satin
doll” as she listened to her favor-
ite jazz band play.

Ms. Franklin enjoys birthday guests
Detroit Pistons basketball star Isiah
Thomas and wife, Lynn.

“The Ellington Orchestra was
fabulous,” she told JEr after their
swinging performance. “When
they got in high gear, they were
all the way up, :ﬁl the way live,
Mercer has taken over that band
fabulously,” she raved.

The Queen had royal praise for
her other special guest perform-
ers. “Keith 1z beautiful. He's real-
ly just a beautiful person. He rose
to the occasion,” she exclaimed. “1
hope that he will maintain his nat-
uralness, He's very passionate
and he has a lot of heart and soul.”

She continued, “Shanice is de-
lightful. She's got a record in the
top 10 I Love Your Smile. She’s a
lovely young lady. She's very
wholesome and that's very re-
freshing; wholesome and a very
nice young lady.”

As for Dee Harvey, “he is one of
the newest, best young singers
I've heard lately,” she said. “He is
definitely one of the best male

Hit singer Shanice performs her top kit 1 Love Your Smile, as the Four Tops’
lead singer Levi Stubbs greets the Queen of Soul,

' 3

A

A : =

Ms. Franklin thanks her former elementary school teachers Julia Kendrick

Preer and Irene J. Morgan for altending her birthday bash.

vocalists in any category.”

After the show, guests made
their way downstairs to the dance
floor and had a real down-home,
soulful time as they partied to
such hits as Ms. Franklin's Jump
To It, Ce Ce Peniston's Finally
and Michael Jackson's Remember
The Time. And the Queen was

right there with her guests on the
iii?nce floor, having the time of her

e.

As always, the Queen did not
spare any expense, Guests en-
joyed an assortment of hors
d'oeuvres—lobster, shrimp, filet
mignon, shrimp and vegetable
tempura, chicken and green onion

The Queen of Soul receives heartfelt best wishes from her former elementary
school classmates (I-r) Yvonne Robertson Price, Dolores Coleman Yancey,
Patricia Solomon Mann and Carol Jefferson Sharp.




Pzamst/smgr'r Jo Thompson, who ap-
peared af a Carnegie Hall recital to
raise scholarshi lﬁ( Sunds for her late

husband Al nmore, attended

Arvetha's gala mrthday party with her

son, Detroit newspaper columnist
Gregory Dunmare.

Guests Feasted On Soul Food

on a skewer—and a variety of
cheeses and fresh fruit.

Later in the evening, the guests
feasted on a down-home soul food
buffet including, chitterlings,
baked chicken ami , can-
died sweet potatoes, collard
greens, potato salad, corn on the
cob, rice pudding and pineapple
upsxde down cake.

The Queen's birthday cake was
a three-layer pound cake with

raspberry and lemon cream fillin,
e guests sang Happy Birth-
day to the Queen, whose latest hit
is Ever Changing Times with
Michael McDonald, and wished
her many more years of happi-
ness, success and soul.
~CLARENCE WALDRON

( Aretha Gives Tips For )
Throwing A Good Party
Aretha Franklin's parties are

almost as famous as she is.

Detroiters and society folks

across the country mark their

calendars for her parties—
oftentimes the social events of
the year.

They know it's going to be an
evening of elegance, soul and
pure down home fun.

During her recent bash, the
(il;een revealed the key to
throwing a good party.

“The key to mvm a good

arty,” she says “is good

cnds good musie, g-uod con-
versation and good food.”

She adds that it helps to give
partygoers an element of sur-
prise. “You don't want to do
the same things over and over
again. She says a party giver
should give the guests “some-
thing new and exciting.”

And above all, it helps when
the host puts his or her heart
and soul in the party. You have
to emoy ent.ertammg to give a

“I lg to celebrate and cer-
tainly, celebrate myself and in-
vite my friends and have a

good time,” she says. J
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